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INTRODUCTION

About This Document

Article 8 of the Ventura County Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance
(NCZO) regulates off-street parking and loading spaces for motor
vehicles and bicycles. It specifies the amount of parking required for
each land use and describes how adjustments to the required amount
of parking may be made. Article 8 also includes parking area design,
as well as regulations related to Ventura County’s Transportation
Demand and Trip Reduction program. Landscaping requirements
previously included in this document are now covered in the Ventura
County Landscape and Irrigation Plan Application Guidelines.

'This document, Ventura County Parking and Loading Design
Guidelines is intended to help planners, project proponents, and
decision-makers as they apply the requirements in Article 8 to
specific projects in the non-coastal areas of the unincorporated
county. The guidelines explain the intent of the regulations included
in Article 8, and provide additional information regarding the
meaning of particular words and phrases as they are used in Article
8.The guidelines are also intended to provide a “design vision” for
parking areas in the County.

Ventura County Parking and Loading Guidelines is organized into
chapters that correspond to each section of Article 8 of the NCZO.

Article 8 Overview
Article 8 of the NCZO defines the parking and loading

requirements for land uses in the non-coastal portion of Ventura
County. Some of the key goals of these requirements include:

* Providing adequate parking and loading spaces to meet the needs
of individual sites

* Encouraging the use of alternative transportation modes, such as
carpooling, transit, bicycling and walking

* Conserving resources by reducing impervious paving, increasing
shading of parking areas and making parking areas compact

* Encouraging human-scaled designs that de-emphasize the car

To understand how parking can help to meet these goals, it is

necessary to recognize some of the key costs and benefits of parking

spaces.

Parking Benefits and Costs

Benefits
Vehicular travel provides important mobility and access throughout
and within the region. Without parking spaces to store vehicles

Why not provide more parking?

A common question in parking discussions

is, “Why shouldn’t we just construct enough
parking spaces to meet the maximum possible
demand that at a site?” While it’s tempting to
try to build our way out of parking difficulties,
that approach has some serious drawbacks.

One simple way to think about this problem
uses the holiday dinner metaphor.

Suppose you invite all your friends and
relatives over for a big holiday meal, and you
are concerned about where you will store all
the food you plan to serve them. One solution
would be to purchase a second refrigerator
to hold the excess items. Some of the costs
associated with this solution include:

e Initial purchase costs

¢ Increased electricity bills to maintain the
second refrigerator

e Loss of kitchen space

Given these costs, it’s likely that you will
choose a different solution to your food
storage problem.

Building too much parking is similar to
requiring every household to purchase a
second refrigerator just in case they might
someday host a big holiday dinner. In many
cases the costs associated with the second
refrigerator—or the excess parking spaces—
do not outweigh the benefits.

Ventura County Parking Design Guidelines
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