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the *-ord "adobe" neens a brick.made of Eun-Cried mud ni:reC t:ith
strar+. i..ost adcbe bricks Dre LB incl'es long, 12 inches wide and up

to 6lnches tl:icir. Adcbe has been used asr a buiLci:rg- natcrial for
nany centuries. The Sprnish and lirter the Americane who ceme to the

Southwest discovered adobe had lany advantages over other building
materials--the no.st itpcrtant being'ti^.at it wr's reaclily avirilable.

There wcr€ no sawrills to cut and shape wood.r flo brickworks tc fire
bricks, bt:t the earth cr:uld €r;sily be 'rixed, using f cot powerl ?I:d

poured int c the wet vood.en brick-nolds. Dried in the gun, the aaobe

was laid ueing adobe nud as $crtar. The thrck r+alls lrept the inter-
icrs cool in the sunner and nade the aciobes ea.si- to heat in tlre','in-
ter.

The early aaobes k'ere roofed ,r:itb l,.lIe reeds sne tr+d witL t'atrr-
proof esphalt, l,ater acobes \rere rocfec tiith wooden shal':es, ilthoi'Sh

soiie were roofed r;1tl' Spanish tiles i:urchased--or stolen--frcnil the

pad.res at t,l-"e nissions. T:'e olitsices cf the aoobes l,'ere, for the

inos'r par.t, ,.1iie tered i nci til:i tewasl'ed as prrltecti.2n f ron the eleoe:'r+.s .

lef t untended an adobe :elts r r€turning to the earth f ron *-hich it
v.;? s rna-ue

Tr;el.re adobes ?.re stil1 s.tindin,q in Ventltra County today. 0ne

of ther: is neiting rap,icl;,' irni uil.l rot t;e st'r: dr.'5 in c:crling year-4.

Once over tr'ro hundred ar'oi:es stcod in Vcntura Count;r. Itany were



destroyed ty devel.opers, ot.here Just abp.ndoned and left to return to
the soil. The settlers whc cane ln the last decades of the Ninetbenth

Century lcokeil upon the adobe*q as tlold-fashioned" and 'rdirtyr" somehow

I'un-American.'r The nelrer settlers wanted {nodern'r wooden hones. Ey

this tine sawnills had been built so the lunber cb';ld be purcha-sed for
bhe roony clapboard ho'"ees so.adnirei a.t that period. the fast aiobe

in Venture County +"o be der''clished vras tl:e old Valdez Adobe on i{ain

street, ventura, torn down as recently as rg57 to nake rccm for a used

car 1ot! Let us hope that, no ncr. of these linke r,.ith c'.ir past r':i11

be d.estpr.;yeC by unthinkinc developers.



List of /rdobes

V i.;l\i,iUii A' S ADOtsLi ii..:iiITAGII

1) ARNAZ ADoBlt ( 1851)

z) cAtrrUl_oli AD0-E ( 1864 )

7) DE LA crruRRA AilollE (reoo)

4) EDwARDS ADoBE (reoo)

5 ) T,ECHLTR ADOBUS ( reZe -reer )

91504 N. Ventura Ave. , Ventura, CA
lui1t by Don Joee d.e Arnaz--Ventu-
rrirs first doctor, Built on [{an-
cho Sa.nta Ana, this fine twc-stor-
ied adobe is owned by Art Langford.
Priva te Iiesicience .

Piru, CA Still a working rench.
This fine horne vras the setbing of
Ilelen llunt Jaclcson's novel of early
Californla life,'rRd.mona." 0wned
by Bdwin tserger, this is a private
residence.

1731'5 Tierra Rejada Rd., Simi, CA
Forns 1>art of the Strathearn home
--now a nuseum. SuiLt for the Pico
brothers in 18OC when they were
granted the Simi Grant. Surned by
Jndians Ln IB2?-. Later bought by
Jose de la Cuerra. Open to the
public on Sundays, it is a mu$eun
showing rnuch of the early life in
Simi Val1ey.

This 'rYankee Adobe'r was built by
t.vrl. Flobson for Thomas l,lore, wiro
had purchas;ed. the Santa !'aula Land.
Grernt. llhis fine two-etoriecl a'Jcbe
was later sold to J. Briggs, who
planted a citrus orchard, 1:eginning
citru.g ind.ustrl,r in Ventura County.
The ranch is sonetimes ca1led the
Orehard Place. The }rigcs place
wa$ sold to the ildwardg f anily.
San Edward.r: sti11 owns the old place.
He grew up j.n the adobe. Now clap-
boards protect the adobe walls.

Built on Lechler ltanch in Oalr Can-
yon by !iru. These two sna]]. ado-
ardobes were built by George dash-
ington Lechler. The first small
two-storied ho"re was built by In-
dj.an ]ab<lr. .b'ive yeiirs later a
second l:ome was built using o rail-
,"ed earbh nethod of "laking adobe.
It is stil] ttre resirlence of l'larry
Lechlerrs sir,ter. Still owned by
tire L,echlcr fernily of Piru. ( See
Lechlerrs nuseum in Pliu for fur-



6) LoPLlz ADoBil (rgre)

?) OLrvAS ADOBE (relr)

a) oRTEcA ADOBH (185?)

9 ) niiYEs ADoBE ( rer+ )

ther d"etails. ) A private resrdence
on private lal.ds. l1ot open to the
1;ub 1ic .

Built by the pad.ree 1n 0 jai Va1ley
as a fort to keep Indiaris frorr raiu-
ing nission lands. 0wned by the
Lopez farnl1y, this adobe stards trr'o
and one-half nriles north-west of
Ojai on llighway 13. /r private resi-
d.ence, not open to the public. r\ow
owned by 0wen l4ilLer of los Angeler,;.

This fine tuo-etoried ad.obe wae built
by Raimundo 011vas on his vast Rancho
San Miguel. Now restored, the old
home j.s open to the public da1ly and
is a flne exanple of a large rancho
hacienda. 0nce the scone of lavish
flestao, now tiie old adobe ts peaceful
and. beautlful. It ie locatecl in
Ventura on 0Livas Park Road.

0n I'lain Street, the snall tile-roof-
ed home of Emigdl"o 0rtega stande.
Now restored. by the Ventura Ilistor-
ica.l Society, rt is open t: the
public daily. It ls one of the
last examples of . a mlddLe class
a.dobe of the mid-nineteenth century.
.the t1les were once used on the
01d liission SanBuenaventura.

5uilt by Rafael l1eyes in the Cu3r46s,
this fine home nay soon be mada
into a firuseum, Located on Lockwcod
Ro.ad where it crosses Reyes Creek.
Used as a bull ranch to raise fight-
bulls for the bull rings of Ventirra ,
Santa P,arbara and Los Ange1es. Pri-
vate renld.ence, not open to the pub-
1ic.

0n Shell 0i1 lease--what was once
Iaylor Ranch. This fine o1d" home
has been re stored r":dny times. It
was once used aa a gun club by the
Shell 0i1 Conpany. It may have
been used by Shell 0i1 for offices.
lrivate--not op€n to the public.

10) RoDilrcuEz ADOBE (rs4Cl,l)



11) SAi,JCIiflZ ADfiTJE (1S40)

tZ t TAPo AD0BI' ( 1860 )

The old adobe buiLt bY Juan $an-
chez hae beetr greatlY rerode'l ed

and bearrs little resemblance to
iflu one-storied hone of the 1B4O's'
l{ow owned. by }Loyd*ilutter, the rlan:'
cho Santa ulara Del Norte ls'stlrl
a workrng farn. rhe two-storred'
home is a Prrva[e residencet not
open to tne publ"rc. rt is locateo'
on Los lngetbs Avenue tn oaticoY'

Built bY the de la Guerrae, the
once grand" adobe ls no'ir a nelting

"uitt 
6,': Tapo Canyon lioa'd above Siimi '

o"iy a.bout eight feet sti1l stand
to ilarX the eite of a two-storied
tuitarng. A Park hae been built
at the iuin site and is open to
the pubtic' rtio Plans are nade to
restore the hacienda.
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iiEiSS ADOBE
Lockvrcod C::ny31, Californii;.t prrvate r€sicjerce not cpen to the or.rblic.

f he t: L1 o:-:).s ccnceel il^e Ior.. one_stcrv a.iobe fro: the roacibut' cver € certr ry ago, it was the center of the -ieyes Ranch; arench that took in =uch cf Locl:wccd val}ey. The creek that f1ovrsby the hacrer-d.e is na-eri lieyes crr,el-- af ter the bri.re picneers :o,hofirst setiir'd ilre roril:errl 1r3rt of cur ccunty. The ad.obe wasbr,iilt rn lt 5i i;:ri ;i r: ti:e ra;n iou.se of the r. nch. ;lo.i,rt" la.ieniieyes, the scn of, the buir-oer of ilie aocbe, wrcie cf il:e history cfthe place:
t'i=.iy rather , l,af zel Ite;les; ilrrg bori: r;: lcs
/.ngeIeS tn \ri14, :-le q:_:_", cne Cf a fa:"iJ_;i of' f:_ve boys and five ,4ir1s. They owned tire
'.riunfo iatrch, a Spanish gri.nt; on vlhich
tney r-ised stock. In 1354 f ee<i va s shcrt
Q?t acc;iint' Cf a t;ai drcught, sC -nl,r father Z:.;d,
i'is brrther cr:rrre zaaa heao cf cattle i::rd
iO: C i.crses r1r i.,,F_y of t j.e .l_e jori l;as*s rnto
ihe neao of the Cui,lrr, vaJ_ie.,, a_::d set tle.ii ::t
the rnoutn oi F.eyps Creek. Irr 1STO ny fairer
r,a:r'ied -,.a.ria lgna.ci:l Crte3a n:t jan I,uera_

'entura- r ,.i?t! b:rn rn san tuenaveri tur a in
1 () t'1J-(- I a .

i urt::g the e :rl_v Ca1,,s n1g father brci frrhtrrg
1 u1l-s f cr :i:e ..rl Ctrps. Bu11f ights 1..,.,ui, Ijoi_u1e.r in i_.hose days, c:--d ,,.81 Contesto de Toros,,



L'as usuall:/ ihr, fea tured attractri-rn _f ev, ry
hclida;r fresta. Father raised:cs+" of the
buLls for tl-e r uL1 rt.gs j.n Santa iarlara,
3an Buenaventura, ios Angei-es lnd cther poilirs
i.11 ui, ;:.nd. do'n'i: tf e state. iis bulls rr.'ere

fe''ious; fcr thcir :uiclrness srni frghting
spirit, anC r+ere -atclieri aaaile t r:,ny a cel-i-
bratcc tatad,lr...Euring ny vouth I worl.reci es

e vaquer'3 a:.cn9 'ri f athe r I S cattle, ai-ro" it
wes. at thi-s w3l' that I gainei a lot of ex-

. perience that has been valuable since I caie
in+"o the forestry service in l-900. "

Jacinto ieyes was Ventura Countyts first forest ranger and

he spent l:is entire l-ife in the northern wilderness of ihe cour:ty,
iior+: the ar-cbe forms onl-',* one,riing of a nodern rench house. The

aCCitions !.'ere addeC in this century and are i:ade of v:ood and

concrete blccks. The adcbe was purchased a fevr ;'ears agc frcra

the F.eyes fa:ily by irr. Leonard Butler. It is still a private
ier of the picneerc whc

settled. o'ur xild valleys so 1cn5; ega.
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