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In 1912 and 1913 anthropologist John Harington interviewed
Fernando Librado “Kitsepowit”, a native Chumash speaker born
at San Buenaventura Mission in 1839. Librado left the mission in
1855. He explained how rooms were used based on his childhood
memories. This drawing of the quadrangles is based on the
drawings done by John Hamington.

The gquadrangles of the mission began to deteriorate after the
Mexican government secularized the mission in the 1830s and
1840s, which resulted in the properties being sold to prvate
owners. In addifion the Chumash were removed from mission
control. The absence of the Chumash resulted in further
detenoration of the property.

During the pastorate of Father Cypriano Rubio (1878 — 18%5 |the
last of the mission quadrangle rooms and walls were demeolished.
Cnly the church remained of a once thriving mission system.
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Bells plu]radﬂ sgﬂﬁr:uni role in the daily fife at fhe mission. Eel‘s uuled people to

activities: men rnude ﬂdﬂh& bn::ks, curad for ﬂ:& anir als or mﬂﬁmtu—:-d mpi ;
women made clothes, wove baskets, or prepared food. Children helped the adults
with the various tasks. The bells also signaled fime for spunnh [emu' s, lmimchan in
ml‘gt:m or Faumng to sing and phy:mﬁmnenis for mass an '




Fray Junipero Serra

Fray Junipero Serra was born on the island of Majorca, one of the Baleanc
Islands off the coast of Spain. He altended school and seminary in Palma
de Majorca, the capital. He joined the Franciscan Order and in 1737, was
ordained a priest, eventually becoming a professor of theology.

Sam Buenavemwbara

The Franciscan mission to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ led him to
dedicate his life to the Native Amencan peoples of New Spain, amving in
Mexico in 1747,

Fray Junipero Serra walked from Vera Cruz to Mexico City. Fray Junipero

first worked among the people of the Sierra Gorda region in central

Mexico, then among the indigenous people in Baja California. He then

went to Alta California establishing missions for the Mative American people. !
= Route of Fray Junipero Serma

This last effort began with the founding of Mission San Diego in 1769 and ended with the establishment of S3an =

Buenaventura Mission in 1782. Father Sema died in 1784 and is buned af Mission San Carlos Bormeo in Carmel. 7

Fray Junipero Serra's dream of bringing the Chrnstian faith to the Indians continued until 21 missions were built
in California. His personal motto was “Siempre Adelante” — Always Forward.

Pope John Paul beatified Fray Junipero Serra on September 25, 1988. The cause for Serra’s canonization is
pending. Today San Buenaventura Mission continues the spintual legacy of Blessed Junipero Serra as an
active Christian community.
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Chumash People, Produce and Livestock at The Mission

By the 18205 San Buenaventura Mission was producing a vanety of crops. In addition to wheat and corn, the mission was known for its citrus
fruits, olives, and grapes. The American merchant Alfred Robinson, who moved to California, visited the mission in the early 1800s and

commented about its nch gardens.

“... In their proper season they have apples, pears, peaches, pomegranates, tunas or prickly pears and grapes.”

Alfred Robinson Life in California, published 1846

Caftle, sheep. horses and other livestock also made the mission successful. Merchants often came by sea to tfrade with the mission. The

hide and tallow frade with Amerncan merchants became important as ships docked off the coast of Ventura.

Chuemash Populafion in 1813

Men 582

Wormen SBF
Children 126
Mon Indian 28

Plants in 1832

Wheaot 7.324 200 pounds
Cther 46,205, 400 pounds
Cormn, Borley, Beans,
Peas, Lenfils

Animals in 1832

Horses 200
Cattle 4,050
Figs 290




San Buenaventura Mission Aqueduct

San Buenaventura Mission was an oasis of abundance. Visitors, including British Captain George Vancouver (1793) and the American
California resident Alfred Robinson [early 1800s), commented on the good yield of the gardens and orchards.

The nearby San Buenaventura River and a well-engineered aqueduct system supported the mission's agricultural production. Water
was brought from 7.5 miles away through a covered aqueduct system including two fillenng tanks, El Caballo and the settling tank at
the rear of the mission. The agueduct delivered water to the vineyards, orchards, and gardens and provided water for the lavanderia.

The system was started by Father Cambon in 1782 and was still funchional until the 1860s.
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